
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Ohio Auctioneers Association 39th Annual Bid Call Contest 
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (August 7, 2007) - The 39th Annual Ohio State Fair Bid Call 

Contest took place on Tuesday, August 7, 2007 at the Showplace Pavilion at the 

Ohio State Fair from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

The contest consisted of two divisions, Senior and Junior, with 17 contestants in each 

division.   The Senior division is represented by those with greater than seven (7) 

years of bid calling experience.  The Junior division is represented by those with 

less than seven (7) years bid calling experience. 

 

The winners from the Senior division were 1st place, Andy White of Ashland, Ohio; 

2nd place, Scott Mihalic of Chardon, Ohio; and 3rd place, Pam Rose of Whitehouse, 

Ohio.  The Junior division winners were 1st place, Susan Johnson of Guilford, IN; 2nd 

place, Alan Haley of Bidwell, Ohio; and 3rd place, Adam Dunn of Stoutsville, Ohio. 

 

Over $1,900 was raised from the contest and half the proceeds will be donated to 

the Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

 

The OAA Bid Call Contest is sponsored by the Ohio Auctioneers Commission and the 

Ohio Auctioneers Association. 
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Reserve vs. Absolute Auctions
By Donna Brinker Potter, Ohio Department of Agriculture

All too often I hear if a seller does not
specifically place a reserve or minimum
bid on an article or lot it is automatically
an absolute auction. Does it shock you
to hear me say, not necessarily?  If it
does, you are not in the minority.  The
auction contract, advertisements, and
stated terms and conditions of the sale
will determine the type of auction not
the presence or absence of a stated
reserve or minimum.

The Uniform Commercial Code (UCC)
is a uniform law drafted by the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uni-
form State Laws that was adopted in
part by the State of Ohio in 1963.  The
UCC §2-328 was codified in R.C.
§1302.41.  R.C. §1302.41(C) states in
part: “… In an auction with reserve the
auctioneer may withdraw the goods at
any time until he announces the
completion of the sale. …”  Further,
R.C. §1302.41(C) states that “such a
sale [sale by auction] is with reserve
unless the goods are in explicit terms
put up without reserve.”  You might
ask yourself, why is this important.  It
goes to the very heart of the difference
between a reserve auction and an ab-
solute auction.  The provision, “all
auctions are with reserve unless other-
wise stated” is what allows a seller to
avoid the unwanted sacrifice of their
property.  A reserve auction does not
require that the seller state a reserve or
minimum price on the articles or lots
being sold.

For example: an auction is advertised
as a public auction.  The auctioneer is
calling for bids on a brand new, never
used, state of the art washer and dryer
set worth $1,500.00.  The highest bid is
$35.00.  In a reserve auction, the auc-
tioneer can elect to pass or not sell the
washer and dryer for such a low price.
If the auction was an absolute auction,
the auctioneer would have no choice
but to sell the washer and dryer at a
fraction of the value.  As an agent of
the seller, it is your fiduciary duty to act
in the best interest of the client.  Is it in
the best interest of the client to sell the

washer and dryer at a fraction of the
value or is it in their best interest to
pass or no sale the item?  Depending
on what type of auction is held, how-
ever, you may not have a choice in the
matter.  Therefore, it is important to
keep in mind that protecting your
client’s best interests begins, first and
foremost with counseling them on what
type of auction to hold, reserve or
absolute.

What makes an auction an absolute
auction?  An absolute auction is an
auction where the seller explicitly
waives the right to a reserve and the
legal rights associated with conduct-
ing an auction with reserve. Under
provisions of R.C. Chapter 4707, you
must first contract with the seller to
have an absolute auction.  There are
specific requirements for an absolute
auction found within R.C. §4707.023
which you must meet.  Further, the
owner must have a bonafide intention
to sell the property to the highest bid-
der regardless of the identity of the
bidder and the amount of the bid.  This
means that once you open the bidding
on a particular article or lot, you must
sell the item to the highest bidder un-
less no bid is received within a reason-
able time; no bid can be refused. R. C.
§1302.41(C).  Further, under R.C.
§4707.22, you must advertise the auc-
tion explicitly as an absolute auction.
If you are unsure of the provisions in
R.C. §1302.41 and R.C. Chapter 4707 as
it pertains to reserve and absolute
auctions, these laws can be found in
the Ohio Auctioneer Guide which can
be found on the department’s website
at: www.ohioagriculture.gov/auc-
tion/.  The department also recom-
mends that you consult with your own
legal counsel.

The Ohio Auctioneer Commission is
seeking recommendations for future
educational seminars.  This is your
opportunity to let them know what you
would like to see presented.  Please
email your thoughts to auctioneer@
agri.ohio.gov or fax to 614-728-6328.

What a wonderful turn out for the 39th

Annual Ohio Auctioneers Bid Call Cham-
pionship!  With over 30 competitors, par-
ticipation was up by 50% from the previ-
ous years at the convention.  We were
welcomed back with open arms to the Ohio
State Fair and as a result, we sold over
$1,900.00 for The Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation!

The competition was very stiff and the
judges had a difficult decision choosing
our new champions!  Congratulations to:
Andy White, Ohio’s Grand Champion
Auctioneer in the Senior Division, and to
Susan Johnson, Ohio’s Grand Champion
Auctioneer in the Junior Division. Con-
gratulations also to Scott Mihalic, 2nd place,
and Pamela Rose, 3rd place in the Senior
Division, and to Alan Haley, 2nd place, and
Adam Dunn, 3rd place in the Junior Divi-
sion.  A great time was had by all, despite
the heat.  Special thanks to all that partici-
pated, and please don’t give up, try again
next year.

I would like to thank Michael Hoffman and
his staff at Spiffy Auctions for clerking the
contest.  I would also like to thank Tim
Beathard for his help with getting things
ready and ringing! Special thanks to our
judges, John Anglin, Larry Garner, John
Muncy, Kevin Wendt, and Joel T. Wilson.
And as always, a thanks to Lori and Peggy
for all of their hard work.

Watch the OAA website for details on the
2008 competition and make the effort to
join us next year at the Ohio State Fair!

The 39th

Annual Ohio
Bid Call

Championship
By Dave Lunsford,

Southwest Director and
OAA Bid Call Contest Chairperson
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